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_ An umbrella could do little to protect this student 
_ from the windswept snow on Wednesday, Dec. 9. 


Vote clears way for 
new Lawrence building 


Construction on 
Allied Health building 
to begin next year 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Vice President of Administration 
and Finance Sue Wolfe, looks for- 
ward to the day the old In Town Mall 
building in Lawrence is torn down in 
preparation for the construction of 
NECC's new Allied Health and 
Technology Center. 

“I'm going to be there with my 
hard hat on,” she said. 

Wolfe's excitement is under- 
standable given that construction of 
the building was slated to begin years 
ago. 

Now, as a result of a unanimous 
vote by the Lawrence City Council 
on Tuesday, Dec. 1, that will allow 
construction to begin at the site of the 
In Town Mall as planned, that day is 
one day closer. 

“There continues to be a lot of 
work to be done, but we're thrilled 
where we're at right now,” Wolfe 
said. 


Wolfe says shuttle cuts 


Budget constraints 
lead to loss of 


options for students 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The $35,000 the college said they 
will save as a result of eliminating 
afternoon and evening shuttle trips 
beginning in the spring semester 
includes projected savings on park- 
ing costs in Lawrence, according to 
Sue Wolfe, vice president of adminis- 
tration and finance. 

“What we have seen since last 

spring semester, and what appears to 

. be happening, is that students are 

parking in Lawrence and taking the 
shuttle over to Haverhill,” she said. 

Wolfe theorizes this may be due 
to convenience or students wanting 
to save money on gas. 

“That was part of our objective 
in having a shuttle,” she said. 

However, she also said recent 
state budget cuts have necessitated 
the cut in shuttle service. 


“When we expanded the shuttle 


service, it was prior to the fiscal cri- 
sis and loss of state support,” Wolfe 
said. 

According to Wolfe, the college 
pays $150,00 annually for parking in 
Lawrence on the Common Street 
parking lot and in the Buckley 
Garage. The college also has its own 
parking lot on the Lawrence campus. 

Currently in Lawrence, students 
who park in the Common Street lot or 
Buckley Garage have their parking 
validated by campus security. 

By eliminating the afternoon and 
evening shuttle trips next semester, 
Wolfe hopes the college will be sav- 
ing not just on the cost of each shut- 
tle trip but also on the cost of students 
parking in these lots and then taking 
the shuttle to Haverhill. 

The cost of each shuttle trip is 
$45, according to Wolfe. 

An option Wolfe said she will 
look at next semester to help mediate 
this cost is possibly charging for the 
shuttle service by selling a pass. 

“One of the things we will look at 
is to come up with some kind of cost 
recovery system,” she said. 

Wolfe said there is a possibility 
of someday restoring the shuttle serv- 
ice, but recognizes financial con- 


straints will most likely prevent it. 

“Tt may be offered again in the 
future if we can afford it,” said 
Wolfe. 

Theater Professor Jim Murphy, 
chair of NECC's student affairs com- 
mittee, said he would like to see the 
college continue to offer the shuttle 
service to students. 

Murphy said he and the other 
members of the student affairs com- 
mittee feel strongly about the issue. 

_ “We were as surprised by the 
announcement as anyone else,” he 
said. 

He also was upset at how this 
decison will affect students. 

“The timing of the announcement 
is poor at best, in that students have 
been preregistering for classes since 
November and decisions were made 
by students based on assumptions 
that the shuttle would be available to 
them,” he said. “Now, those options 
will not be available to them.” 

Murphy is especially concerned 
with the loss of options. 

“With this particular decision, it 
seems as if Lawrence students may 
have access to fewer opportunities, 
and that's the concern that the com- 
mittee is trying to address,” he said. 


According to Wolfe, it will take 
approximately three months to pass 
the title through legal paperwork. 

The Allied Health and 
Technology Center project has faced 
a series of delays, the most recent 
being the need for the Lawrence City 
Council to revote on the transfer of 
the building title to the college. 

Back in 2006, the council origi- 
nally voted to approve the transfer of 
the In Town Mall property title to the 
college. The city sold the building to 
the state on behalf of the college for 
$1. 

In October, the issue was present- 
ed to the council again because a 
problem with the technical language 
of the title needed correction before 
the title could be transferred. The 
technical issue was related to the 
properties boundaries and easements. 

At the time, President David 
Hartleb acknowledged that, if the 
council chose not to reapprove the 
title transfer, the college would have 
to build elsewhere. 

According to Hartleb, the col- 
lege's contingency plan was to con- 
struct the building on the site of the 
existing parking lot of the Lawrence 
campus located at 45 Franklin St. 


However, Hartleb said after the 
vote he was extremely grateful that 
the support of the Lawrence City 
Council will allow the project to be 
built in it's original location. 

“We are now one step closer to 
achieving our dream of building an 


Allied Health and Technology 
Center,” he said. 
However, that dream has, at 


times, seemed more like a nightmare. 

Besides delays involving the 
transfer of the title, hazardous mate- 
rials such as asbestos and PCB's were 
discovered in the building and need 
to be properly removed before the 
building can be demolished. 

The college applied for federal 
grant money to help with the cleanup 
of the hazardous materials, which 
will occur in the spring. 

“We received the money to move 
forward on the demolition,” Wolfe 
said. 

Hartleb expects the demolition to 
occur next fall and construction to 
begin the following year. 

“This has been a five-year project 
and we are not done yet,” he said. 

According to the current sched- 
ule, the new building will open 
March 2013. 


are necessary 


Julie Varney photo 


Students count on the shuttle to get them to school 
through rain or snow, but come spring the shuttle will 
not be able to get through the current budget climate. 
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Reduced shuttle 
reduces options 


Part of the college's recent rea- 
soning behind the decision to elimi- 
nate the afternoon and evening shut- 
tle service has left us scratching our 
heads. 

This is because according to Sue 
Wolfe, vice president of finance and 
administration, students who have 
cars are assumed to be parking them 
in Lawrence and taking the shuttle 
over to their classes in Haverhill for 
“convenience” or to save money on 
gas. 
The college feels that by reduc- 
ing the shuttle service they will also 
save money on parking costs in 
Lawrence. 

The saving money on gas is a 


It does not seem particularly con- 
venient to have to wait for a shuttle 
bus and them cram into it with eleven 
other people for a ride to campus that 
could've taken 15 minutes by car. 

Although it is unclear how many 
students actually do this, we do not 
believe it is many and not enough to 
base a portion of the projected 
$35,000 in savings on. 

Also, we feel this decision by the 
college will disproportionately affect 
students in Lawrence. 

The majority of students who 
take the shuttle do so from the 
Lawrence campus to get to classes on 
the Haverhill campus. 

Public transportation is not avail- 
able in the evening hours, leaving 
students with evening classes less 
options to get to their classes. 


NOBEL PRIZE foe PEACE 
NOBEL PRIZE foe LITERATURE? 


And anytime options are reduced 
for students it’s something we should 
all be concerned about. 


valid point, but the “convenience” 
seems like more a stretch. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
i} room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 
All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
j cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
| Or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Rachel Greenwood, General 
Studies 
“New tire rods for my car.” 


Brent Devlin, Accounting 


Dave Lacasse, Accounting 
“Money.” 


“A brand new Burton snow suit.” 


While we attempt to publish ail letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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The myth of a happy holiday season 


We're closer in spirit 
to Scrooge 
than Tiny Tim 


By FELICIA DAHN 
Correspondent 


When I think of myths and leg- 
- ends, things that come to mind aré 
the Lochness monster, Bigfoot, 
Sleepy Hollow, and other stories 
from a long time ago that most peo- 
ple know to be false or exaggerated. 

On the other side, there are things 
that I thought to be true and I have 
come to find out might just be myths, 
like the power of Oxyclean or 
Britney Spears’ talent. Unfortunately, 
one of those myths is a happy holiday 
season. 

I swear I’m not crazy, I have 
vivid memories from a time when 
Thanksgiving was a day of relax- 
ation, Christmas was celebrated in a 
good spirited way, and families took 
time to be together, memories that are 
backed up by personal testimonies 
and photographic evidence, so I feel 
confident in insisting that they were 
real. As the years go on, however, 
these memories are starting to fade 
and are being replaced with new 
memories of the holidays being filled 
with consumerism, panic, inconven- 
ience, and hurriedness, and a popula- 


tion that seems closer in spirit to 
Scrooge than to Tiny Tim. 

I used to look forward to this 
time of year for many reasons; every- 
one seems to be in a better mood, 
sales people are friendly and enthusi- 
astic, there are beautiful decorations 
in every window, strangers don’t 
look afraid of you if you smile at 
them, and family does whatever they 
can to be together. 

Holidays are the time when gen- 
erosity flows, and people start to act 
the way they should all year round, 
it’s the time to maybe reexamine 
your life over the past year and get 
your priorities in order, and the time 
to take time and not let every little 
thing in life get to you. Even as I 
write this, I feel ridiculously naive, 
like I’m trying to convince someone 
that Santa Claus came to the birthday 
party I held in Atlantis — but I swear 
the holidays used to go something 
like that. 

I don’t know when exactly the 
change in the season occurred; it 
must have been a subtle shift- over 
time that I didn’t realize until it was 
too late, and this year it came crash- 
ing down and | realized what holi- 
days in America have become. We 
are greedy, selfish, and a little bit 
mean. Going to the mall literally 
made me fear for my life and the 
future of humanity as people slapped 


me around with their bags, rolled 
their eyes while cashiers counted out 
their change, and stormed out if a 
product was out of stock. People 
refused to donate when asked for a 
dollar for St. Jude’s, ignored the 
Salvation Army bell ringers, and toy 
donation boxes outside department 
stores sat practically empty while 
shoppers walked by with arm loads 
of bags and boxes. 

Parents screamed at their chil- 
dren and twisted their arms (literally) 
in the middle of stores, cashiers bare- 
ly spoke, mostly because any ques- 
tion they asked was refuted with a 
shooing hand gesture by customers 
who were on their cell phones, aggra- 
vated and talking about ways to cut 
comers and spend less time with their 
families. 

The mall that used to be full of 
Christmas music, smiling faces and 
good feelings of holiday cheer is 
now more similar to angry frustrated 
animals stampeding over the weak. 
Half an hour into this mall adventure 
I felt a kind of depression that even 
pretzel bites couldn’t cure, as I 
watched more and more irritated 
customers sigh at bored cashiers, and 
heard a group of college students 
devising a plan to get out of going 
home for Christmas so they could 
‘rage it up’. 

I realize that phrases like this 


bee : 
MCT Campus photo 


Miserable shoppers waste money on needless 


holiday junk. 


are usually only heard in stop-anima- 
tion Christmas specials, but it was 
then that I realized that Christmas 
spirit as | knew it was no longer. A 
new age where my §8-year-old 
cousin’s Christmas wish is an iPod 
touch, where once overflowing soup 
kitchens and food pantries are work- 
ing with scraps, and the mall Santa is 
literally sitting on his golden throne 
texting because no kids want their 
picture taken. 

The only “Christmas” song I hear 
is singing about wanting everything 


ents I won’t be able to open 
them....Ah, selflessness. 

I guess Christmases past are not 
myths ; I know that at one point in 
my life people cared, children asked 
for toys appropriate for their age 
group, and generosity and family 
took priority over buying ‘treats’ for 
yourself. 

What I see now though shows 
that those memories are fading, and 
I fear that much like the Fresh 
Prince of Bel Air, Christmas cheer 
will become a legend that is stuck in 
the past. 


for Christmas, buy me so many pres- 


column 
skipped 
history 


To the Editor: 


I was surprised to see Sam 
Sawyer’s column in the 12/9 edition 
responding to a letter from a reader. 
I can’t recall ever before seeing an 
opinion columnist attempting to 
rebut a reader’s comments. 

In any case, I hope that before 
Sam Sawyer prints anything else 
about Israel, he will learn more 
about his subject. I’d like him to 
start by learning about the Holocaust 
and two millennia of Jewish perse- 
cution—before he suggests that 
Israel doesn’t have the right to pro- 
tect itself against terrorist attacks. 
He can then proceed to learn more 

about the complexities of Israeli pol- 
itics if he is going to offer comments 
about it. He should certainly learn 
more about mid-East politics, 
Hamas’ explicit intention to destroy 
the Jewish state, and U.S. foreign 
relations if he is going to challenge 
our nation’s commitment to its chief 
ally and the only truly democratic 
nation in the Mideast. Opinion writ- 
ers of course have the right to their 
opinions, but I believe it is irrespon- 
sible to publish these opinions with- 
out a careful examination of facts, 
and in this case, history. 


Sincerely, 
Gene Wintner 


Professor and 
Developmental Reading Coordinator 


To the Editor: 


This is to respond to Sam 
Sawyer’s Opinion piece “Wasteful 
spending in dire times” in the Nov. 


25, 2009 Observer. 


We are all entitled to our opin- 
ions and it is not unreasonable to 
examine the facts and disagree with 
the policies of our own and other 
countries. However, to side step the 
complex historical and political 
implications of the  Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict and make broad 
and sweeping accusations against 
Zionism and Israel is a less than 
thoughtful response to the problem 
and one that requires another per- 
spective. 

Sam Sawyer’s first suggestion 
to US politicians on how to save 
money is to cut or eliminate mili- 
tary support for Israel. He justifies 


nanny im 


this policy by claiming that it is 
absurd to waste money supporting a 
government that “oppresses the 
people of Palestine, bulldozes their 
houses, and bombs their apartments 
and hospitals, all on the basis of 
biblical right to land that is not 
theirs.” The opinion editor’s opin- 
ion would seem to be devoid of cer- 
tain facts and an appreciation of 
historical events. A similar position 
is held by groups like Hezbollah 


‘and Hamas and their dictatorial 


sponsors, vainly trying to justify 
their own terrorist acts. To make 
such arguments against Israel in 
2009 without more attention to a 
balanced view is to side with those 
who have fired and still fire thou- 
sands of rockets into civilian homes 
and repeatedly send _ suicide 
bombers against innocent Israeli 


civilians. American military sup- 


SNe aR EP mR 


Bieri 20h Be ena 


Closer study of facts needed 


port for Israel always has been and 
remains now a necessary shield 
against these and other atrocities 
preferred to peace talks by those 
who would wipe Israel off the map. 

The second charge goes on to 
say that politicians who support 
Israel “only do it to appease the 
unbelievably powerful pro-Israel 
lobby.” There exists a long history 
of accusations against supposedly 
corrupt politicians manipulated by 
powerful Jews behind the scenes 
who heedlessly subordinate nation- 
al interests to Jewish interests. This 
accusation is in alignment with the 
Nazis, who came to power in 
Germany in large part by scape- 
goating Jews. Once in power, they 
executed the holocaust of European 
Jewry, for which they are even 
today admired by Hamas and 
Hezbollah. 


We want to hear from you. 


opinion columns 
C Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Finally, the assertion that 
“Zionism has never been right, and 
never will be” is one which has 
been argued by many people for 
many years. But to make this asser- 
tion as an Observer editor without 
regard to historical facts is not 
responsible journalism. It would 
seem to be worth mentioning that 
the Jewish people have experienced 
thousands of years of anti- 
Semitism, torture, marginalization, 
exportation and genocide. It is not 
unreasonable that following the 
systematic murder of six million 
Jewish people in the holocaust that 
European Jews sought a homeland 
that might be safe and free of 
oppression. 

Finally, many parts of the world 
are experiencing a massive resur- 
gence of anti-Semitism. Since the 
year 2000 major acts of violence 
against Jews and Jewish institu- 
tions have nearly doubled. It is 
important to understand the roots of 
flourishing anti-Semitic sentiment. 


Sincerely, 


Judith Kamber 

‘ Dean of Professional 
Development and 
Chair of the NECC Diversity 
Committee 
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Professor suggests 
alternative to Nobel 
acceptance speech 


By STEPHEN E. SLANER 
Correspondent 


According to 
some physicists, 
there may be an 
infinite number 
of parallel uni- 
» verses. Perhaps 
B there is one in 
which President 


Obama gave the following speech to 
the Nobel Peace Prize Committee 
on December 11, 2009: 

Your Majesties, Your Royal 
Highnesses, distinguished members 
of the Nobel 
Committee, citizens of America, 


Norwegian 


and citizens of the world: 

It is with deep gratitude and 
great humility that I received ‘the 
news of my award. I find myself in 
the tradition of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who said in this same cer- 
emony years ago: “Violence never 
brings permanent peace. It solves 


no social problem: it merely creates 


new and more complicated ones.” 
Never were these words more 
relevant than today. Since I myself 
recently authorized the deployment 
of 30,000 additional 
troops to Afghanistan, I must con- 
fess that I have failed to heed the 
command of Dr. King to seek peace 


American 


at every opportunity. Indeed, I have 
squandered that precious legacy. 

As President Eisenhower point- 
ed out in his 1961 Farewell Address, 
the military-industrial complex has 
assumed an ever-increasing role in 
my country’s foreign and domestic 
policy. In keeping with America’s 
impulse to respond to global chal- 
lenges with violence and more vio- 
lence, I have yielded to the influ- 
ence of forces seemingly beyond 
my control. Much like President 
Johnson in Vietnam, I have suc- 
cumbed to the illusion that America 
can prevail over any foe through 
military might. Indeed, the real les- 
son of Vietnam is that my country 
attempted to force its ideas on those 
who did not share them, and could 
not defeat an entire people mobi- 
lized around the defense of their 
homeland. We disagree profoundly 
with the insurgents in Afghanistan, 


American gun 


Guns are far too 
accessible and 
accepted in the U.S. 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


My posi- 
tion on gun 
control, like 
smany of my 
other posi- 
tions, is proba- 
bly 


unpopular. | 


very 


do not believe 
in the 2nd Amendment as it is writ- 
ten. I think it is antiquated, and the 
time for it has passed. I feel most of 
the arguments against gun control 
are based in a sort of understandable 
but misguided paranoia over a sup- 
posedly ever-looming yet never- 
arriving totalitarian dystopian 
nightmare. | have some ideas that | 
feel are common sense and would 
actually help to lower gun violence 
in America, while not outright ban- 
ning any form of gun ownership. 
First off, let’s briefly touch on 
the statistics. Gun violence kills 
between 10,000 and 15,000 people 
per year in America. This is almost 
10 times the gun murder rate of our 
Canadian neighbors. One reason is 
the huge amount of guns in circula- 
tion, both legally and illegally. If 
gun ownership was far more 
restricted, there would be less gun 
manufacturing, fewer guns being 


sold, and fewer guns in circulation. 
Canada has only 1 million hand- 
guns, compared to America’s 77 
million. One example of American 
gun laws being worlds away from 
common sense-are the current rules 
regarding private sales at gun 
shows. At a gun show, a gun owner 
can sell his firearm to another per- 
son completely legally, without 
doing any background check or ask- 
ing for any form of identification, 
nor do they have to keep any record 
of it or report the sale to any author- 
ities. Essentially, the untraceable 
sale of point-pull-kill weapons is 
I find this ludi- 
Canada has roughly 130 


legal in America. 
crous. 
homicides using firearms every 
years. Knowing that New York City 
had 523 murders in 2008, as well as 
knowing that 70 percent of murders 
in America are committed with 
guns, one can gather that New York 
has between 350 and 400 gun mur- 
ders per year. Canada is a country 
with 33 million people. New York 
City has under 8.5 million people. 
The math is truly shocking. 

I often hear gun rights advo- 
cates claim that, if you make guns 
hard to get or illegal, then only 
criminals will have them. This is 
true, some criminals will still get 
guns, even if they are illegal. But, if 
there were less gun shops and there- 
fore less corrupt gun shops to sell to 
the criminals, there would be fewer 
firearms in general. Also, the argu- 
ment that criminals will still do 


but defeating them is possible only 
if the Afghan people themselves 
They 
will never do so as long as they are 


unite around that objective. 


faced with an occupying power. 
And we are that power. 

We need to move from what Dr. 
King referred to as the “isness” of 
man’s present condition to “the eter- 
nal ‘oughtness’ that forever con- 
fronts him.” Until then we will be 
incapable of rational solutions to 
The “we” 


I am simply not 


the world’s problems. 
includes myself. 
ready to ascend the mountaintop Dr. 
King mentioned in his last speech. 
Unless and until I reach that 
point, I am unable to accept the 
Nobel Peace Prize you have award- 
ed me. Accordingly, I must return it 
and ask that you hold it in trust for 
me. I hope that the next time I 
appear before this committee, my 
country will have lived up to its 
potential to be a shining “city on the 
hill” so that we may avoid the fate 
of a radioactive “city from hell.” 
Thank you very much. 


Professor Stephen Slaner is an 
NECC faculty member. 


something whether it is illegal or 
not does not make the illegality of 
that thing wrong. 

There are some very, very rare 
circumstances where having a gun 
While armed 
home invasions are extremely rare, 


makes you safer. 


and serial killers out to murder peo- 
ple are even less common, there are 
instances of citizens defending 
themselves with a gun in their own 
homes. That is why I propose the 
following as @ means to give people 
who truly want it that small safety 
blanket. If somebody wants to own 
a gun in America, they would first 
off need to go through a thorough 
background check. The records of 
the sale would be kept permanently, 
and they would have to alert author- 
ities if they were moving and keep 
them up to date on their living situ- 
ation. If you commit any sort of 
even slightly violent crime, you 
must turn in your weapon to author- 
Secondly, the gun could be 
kept at a gun club of sorts for those 


ities. 


who only wanted it for target prac- 
tice and such. If the owner wanted 
to have it at home for protection, 
they would have to have an un-tam- 
perable box installed in their wall or 
on the ground or wherever. If it is 
opened or tampered with, it would 
immediately alert the police. If 
there is an armed person coming 
into your house, wouldn’t you want 
the police to come help? Of course 
if the person was removing the gun 
from the box does so to kill an inno- 


Se Obama should-have-said 


‘ 
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In an alternate universe, maybe President Obama 
would have delivered this speech instead. 


control laws are weak 


MCT Campus photo 


A mourner of the Virginia Tech massacre, which was 
committed with legally obtained firearms. 


cent person, the police would be 
there immediately to arrest them. 
The only two reasons you would 
need a gun in your home would be 
self defense or murder. The police 
should be there as soon as possible 
in either case. Target practice can 
be done elsewhere, and, of course, I 
have a suggestion for hunting. If 
somebody wanted to go hunting, 
they could check their gun out from 
a gun club, and then check it back 


in. This way, if a murder is commit- 
ted with a gun, there is a record of 
who had what guns out and when, 
during the time of the murder. 

Nobody has the right to murder 
another person. Unless you are of 
the mind that our government is one 
step away from a dark, Orwellian 
reality, then keeping tight restric- 
tions on firearms shouldn’t be that 
big of a concern. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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National News 


ome 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 


Afghan troop surge will 
take longer 


KABUL — The military 
may not finish its surge of 
30,000 American troops to 
Afghanistan until nearly a 
year from now, a senior U.S. 
commander said Monday — 
a slower pace than President 
Barack Obama has 
described. The White House 
insisted it was sticking with 
a goal of completing the 
buildup by late summer. 

The reinforcements begin 
arriving next week, and the 
bulk of the troops are sched- 
uled to be in Afghanistan by 
the end of summer. But it 
will probably be nine to 11 
months before all the troops 
are in place, Lt. Gen. David 
Rodriguez said. 

The timing is important. 
The sooner the full comple- 
ment of 30,000 can get there, 
the sooner the added fire- 
power might have an effect 
on turning around the war 
and creating conditions that 
will allow the Pentagon to 
proceed with Obama's prom- 
ise to begin withdrawing 
troops in July 2011. 

"We're still working the 
speed at which they can 
come in, and so we'll see 
how much faster that they 
can come in," said 
Rodriguez, the second-high- 
est U.S. commander in 
Afghanistan. 

Military officials had 
been hinting in recent weeks 
that the escalation might take 
slightly longer than the sum- 
mer goal, suggesting the 
| administration's announce- 
ment of such a rapid escala- 
tion might not be entirely 
firm. Rodriguez's comments 
on Monday set off a flurry of 
reactions both at the White 
House and the Pentagon. 

White House spokesman 
Robert Gibbs said Obama 
still "believes we should get 
our troops in there by the end 
of the summer." 


Missing Bush White House 
e-mails found 


WASHINGTON — Computer 
technicians have found 22 million 
missing White House e-mails 
from the administration of 
President George W. Bush and the 
Obama administration is search- 
ing for dozens more days' worth 
of potentially lost e-mail from the 
Bush years, according to two 
groups that filed suit over the fail- 
ure by the Bush White House to 
install an electronic record keep- 
ing system. 

The two private groups - 
Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington and the 
National Security Archive - said 
Monday they were settling the 
lawsuits they filed against the 
Executive Office of the President 
in 2007. 

Presidential records of the 
Bush administration won't be 
available until 2014 at the earliest. 
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Green courses at NECC 


Environmentally 
Jriendly classes to 
take place in spring 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
News Editor 


NECC will be offering green 
infused, environmentally friendly 
courses starting in the Spring 
2010 semester. 

The college is part of the 
President Barack Obama's com- 
mitment to reduce the environ- 
mental footprint. The president’s 
pledge is aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gases each year by 3 
percent to become climate neu- 
tral. 

By offering six courses in the 
science, math and technology 
division NECC hopes to raise 
awareness among students of our 


commitment. In each of the class- 


es offered at least 15 percent of 


the material will be devoted to 
sustainability issues. 

The courses allow students to 
develop and present a green proj- 
ect. Some of the courses will 
include hands on experience 
through field trips. Students will 
also have the opportunity to look 
at certain companies and see the 
company's impact on the environ- 
ment. 

Professor. Bill Zannini is 
teaching Introduction to Business 
“green-style” next semester as 
part of the course offerings. 

“Students will select a compa+ 
ny and will have to monitor that 
company throughout the semester 
and report on how the company is 
improving on _ substantially,” 
Zannini said, describing the con- 
tent of his course. 

When monitoring the compa- 
ny, students will also examine 
products that damage the environ- 


ment and promote pollution. 
Topics of the Introduction to 
Business course include economic 


recovery and business tracking of 
the DOW Jones also be discussed. 


“(Students) will have an 
advantage when looking for jobs 
and be knowledgeable of what 
their commitment is,” Zannini 
said. “And, from a job standpoint, 
can give students an edge in try- 
ing to find jobs in the future.” 

The college also hopes to 
expand the course offerings to 
include the nursing and social sci- 
ences departments. 

The green courses offered in 
the during the spring are; 
Introductory to Biology II (Ken 
Thomas), Introduction to 
Business (Bill Zannini), 
Integrated Computer Applications 
(Kathy Proietti), Green 
Technology (Paul Chanley), 
Environmental Issues (Marcy 
Vozzella) and Statistics (Jillian 
Knowles). 


Honors students display their work 


Matthew Incontri, a graphic design major, poses next to his Disney- 
Pixar project for the Honors Experience Poster Sessions taking place 


in the C-building lobby on Monday, Dec. 14. 


Dropout rates rise 


Legal age to drop out 
of high school may 
be increased to 18 


By JENNIFER JOAN Fay 
Correspondent 


High School dropout rates con- 
tinue to increase while U.S. school 
systems look at raising the legal 
dropout age to 18. There are several 
factors contributing to this issue and 
not enough accurate statistics are 
available as they vary inconsistently 
from source to source. The fact is 
that this is a national problem, espe- 
cially in large cities across the coun- 


“The average high school gradu- 
ation rate in the nation’s 50 largest 
cities was 53 percent, compared with 
71 percent in the suburbs,” quoted 
Sam Dillon of the New York Times 
on April 22, 2009. 

When calculating the statistics, 
public schools generally do not 
include students that received their 


Chantal McGovern photo 


GED’s as being high school 
dropouts. This discrepancy can affect 
statistics up to 8 percent. 

“In recent years, inclusion of 
GED’s as high school graduates has 
biased graduation rates upwards of 7- 
8 percentage points,” declared James 
J. Heckman and Paul A. LaFontaine 
of www.voxeu.org, a website for 
research based policy analysis and 
commentary from leading econo- 
mists, on Feb. 13, 2008. 

Public school systems have 
proved to be negligent to the students 
who dropout. There have not yet 
been effective preventative methods 
in facilitating these teenagers to 
graduate. Teenagers require encour- 
agement and direction, and most do 
not know what they want to do after 
high school. People tend to be critical 
and judgmental of dropouts, labeling 
them without facts as “criminals” or 
uneducated, but this is not always the 
case as countless research has proven 
otherwise. There are dropouts that 
become successful and pursue a fur- 
ther education after they leave high 
school. “Most of these dropouts are 
not "hopeless losers”... more than 


six out of 10 were maintaining aver- 
ages of C or better when they quit,” 
quoted David S. Broder on Feb. 26, 
2006, Washington Post Columnist. 

This growing epidemic is being 
driven by various concerns. Personal 
matters, environment, school sys- 
tems, and a lack of support all tend to 
be factors pertaining to a dropout. 
Dropouts do not fall under one spe- 
cific classification, as these individu- 
als come in all sorts with different 
backgrounds. 

Two local college students were 
interviewed on their opinion of high 
school dropouts. 

“Kids who can’t pass the MCAS 
are more likely to drop out because 
they need to pass to graduate,” said 
Eleanor Toscano of Lowell. 

Students who leave for this rea- 
son are clearly not being motivated 
by either teachers or other environ- 
mental aspects. 

“Jt’s disheartening that so many 
teens limit their options like that. 
There are other alternatives”, stated 
Cristina Napoli, NECC jourmalism 
major. 


World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
2 aS 


Gore: Polar ice may vanish 
in 5-7 years 


COPENHAGEN ~— New com- 
puter modeling suggests the 
Arctic Ocean may be nearly ice- 
free in the summertime as early as 
2014, Al Gore said Monday at the 
U.N. climate conference. This 
new projection, following several 
years of dramatic retreat by polar 
sea ice, suggests that the ice cap 
may nearly vanish in the summer 
much sooner than the year 2030, 
as was forecast by a U.S. govern- 
ment agency eight months ago. 

One U.S. government scien- 
tist Monday questioned the new 
prediction as too severe, but other 
researchers previously have pro- 
jected a quicker end than 2030 to 
the Arctic summer ice cap. 

"It is hard to capture the 
astonishment that the experts in 
the science of ice felt when they 
saw this," said former U.S. Vice 
President Gore, who joined 
Scandinavian officials and scien- 
tists to brief journalists and dele- 
gates. It was Gore's first appear- 
ance at the two-week conference. 

The group presented two new 
reports updating fast-moving 
developments in Antarctica, the 
autonomous Danish territory of 
Greenland, and the rest of the 
Arctic. 

One report, on the Greenland 
ice sheet, was issued by the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment 
Program, an expert group formed 
by eight Arctic governments, 
including the United States. The 
other, commissioned by Gore and 
Norway's government, was com- 
piled by the Norwegian Polar 
Institute on the status of ice melt 
worldwide. 

Average global temperatures 
have increased 0.74 degrees C 
(1.3 degrees F) in the past centu- 
ry, but the mercury has risen at 
least twice as quickly in the 
Arctic. Scientists say the makeup 
of the frozen north polar sea has 
shifted significantly in recent 
years. 


Iran to try 3 Americans 
who crossed Iraqi border 


TEHRAN, Iran — Iran said 
Monday a court will try three 
Americans who wandered across 
the border from Iraq last July and 
became ensnared in an increas- 
ingly bitter standoff with the 
West over Tehran's nuclear pro- 
gram. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki did not say 
when the trial would begin or 
even what the Americans were 
charged with, other than that they 
had "suspicious aims." Last 
month, Iran's chief prosecutor 
said they were accused of spying. 

"They will be tried by Iran's 
judiciary system and verdicts 
will be issued," Mottaki told a 
news conference. He said the 
three were still being interrogat- 
ed. 

In Washington, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
said the Iranian move was "total- 
ly unfounded" and appealed 
anew to authorities to release the 
Americans. 
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Pizza priced right Azzi’s has best 


Elaine’ Pizza offers 
NECC students more 


for their money 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 
If you’re 


&, ever in 


= Lawrence and 
é are looking for 
4 a great place 
to eat fresh 
and authentic 
pizzeria food, 
then look no 
further then 
Elaine’s Pizza 
located on 234 Hampshire Street in 
North Lawrence. It is just minutes 
away from NECC’s Lawrence 
campus and just a walk away from 
other schools in the area. This 
restaurant serves delicious food in 
a timely manner, and can meet any 
college student’s budget. Serving 
international dishes, Elaine’s is 
sure to put a smile on faces, and 
make your stomach satisfied. 
When this restaurant was first 
established in 1995, by Elias 
Hbaiter and his partner Adolf Safi, 
originally from Lebanon, it was 
dubbed Elaine’s Fish and Chips. 
Since then it has flourished into 
what is now known to be one of the 
most successful restaurants in 
Lawrence. Most of its business 
comes from schools, public service 
people, and local companies, 
which is what makes it a highly 
respected pizzeria. 

After being publicized by the 
locals, Elaine’s Fish and Chips 
decided to change its name to 
Elaine’s Pizza, which made it clear 


Haverhill restaurant 
provides warms eats 
at a good price 


By JULIA PITT 
Correspondent 


It is known fact that the 
Merrimack Valley is one of few 
places in the United States where 
one can enjoy authentic, whole- 
hearted Lebanese food. Azzi’s 
Bakery in Haverhill is no excep- 
tion. Voted “Best Ethnic 


wit y : ae : oe Restaurant” in 2007 by reads of 
Elaine’s Pizzeria in Lawrence serves up delicious | i,¢ Haverhill Gazette, Azzi’s 


pizza as well as tasty Lebanese food! Bakery serves surprisingly inex- 
pensive Lebanese-American dish- 


es. Any Northern Essex student 
will find its food enjoyable for a 
quick bite after class. Located 
across the CVS on Main Street in 
downtown Haverhill, Azzi’s 
Bakery has the look and feel of a 
diner despite the “bakery” name. 
The term “hole-in-the-wall” suits 
this place. The atmosphere is 
home-like and friendly. The family 
owners of the restaurant, both of 
them from Lebanon, are friendly 
people who don’t mind chatting 
with customers over a Shawarma. 
Azzi’s Bakery seems like a cool 
potential hang-out spot for the 
NECC students who need a place 
to chill out and eat. Just be sure to 
get there around noon, it closes for 
the day after 3PM. Azzi’s menu 
contains everything from tradi- 
tional American breakfast and 


to the public that it was also a 
pizzeria, since it served more then 
just fish! It is located in the heart 
of Lawrence, where restaurants are 
scarce. Elaine’s is a family run 
restaurant. Every employee down 
to the delivery man grew up in this 
fast paced atmosphere and learned 
the ins and outs of the business. 
This place provides a nice family 
environment to all who venture 
through the front door. Everyday 
food is prepared fresh by talented 
chef’s who put their creative abili- 
ties to the test by making delicious 
ethnic foods, as well as the tradi- 
tional pepperoni pizza’s. Their 
menu options range from fish and 
chips to buffalo chicken salad, all 
at an affordable price. For the same 
amount of a sandwich at Jitter’s 
Café you can eat have a slice of 


Elaine’s pizza and French fries! All 
the food, down to the rice pilaf is 
made from scratch, which definite- 
Jy brings a homey feel to this 
pizzeria. The ambiance of the 
building is wonderful and the crew 
behind the counter always makes 
you feel welcome. The recession 
has definitely impacted this small 
pizzeria’s sales, however it has 
seen tough times before in its 14 
years of business! So remember, if 
you are looking for a good place to 
eat, where the atmosphere is com- 
fortable, and the food is exquisite 
try Elaine’s Pizza, trust me, its 
worth it! 

Elaine’s Pizza is located at 234 
Hampshire St.,Lawrence, MA 
01841. 

For more information, call 
978-687-9211 or 978-687-3126. 


diner food 


lunch dishes to exotic Arabic 
delights. One must try the grape 
leaves plate for a filling touch of 
Lebanon. If Kofta or Kibbeh is 
your thing, this is your place. Just . 
about any Lebanese dish you could 
name can be ordered here. For the 
less adventurous eaters, there is a 
wide selection of burgers and sub- 
way sandwiches, and yes, there are 
fries with that. The many burgers 
and sandwiches are as tasty as any 
fast food joint in the surrounding 
area. Be sure to try one with a lit- 
tle tabbouleh between the meat 
and tomatoes for a little extra fla- 
vor. The breakfast meals served 
here are usual diner foods. A help- 
ing of eggs and toast is served 
with Arab-style coffee for a quick 
wake up. If you need something to 
get you started for your 10 a.m. 
class, come in and enjoy. The cost 
of eating at Azzi’s is very reason- 
able considering the cost of most 
ethnic restaurants in the region. 
Most of their Lebanese platters are 
priced anywhere from $4.00 to 
$7.00, allowing even the most 
broke student to taste the jewels of 
Lebanon. Sandwiches and burgers 
usually fall around $4.00. 
Breakfast is very inexpensive, 
priced at $2.99 for a nicely filling 
plate. If you’re a little short on 
cash and don’t want to eat the 
same old fast food, Azzi’s will be 
your way to go. This bakery is a 
real hidden gem amongst 
Haverhill restaurants. Check it out 
next time you’re looking for a new 
place to eat in downtown. It will 
feel like home. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Before mid- 
week loved ones may 
challenge family ideals, 
social announcements or group cele- 
brations. Moodiness and introspec- 
tion will be temporary. Be diplomat- 
ic and wait for subtle permissions. 
Tuesday through Thursday also 
accents disrupted workplace routines 
and late arriving financial informa- 
tion. Wait for clarity: in the coming 
weeks your decisions will prove 
meaningful. After Friday outdoor 
events will be pleasing. Enjoy quiet 
activities with trusted friends. 

TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Sudden intu- 
itions or romantic insights 
will be compelling this 
week. Carefully study the recent 
comments -of loved ones. Before 
Wednesday the social behavior of a 
friend or lover may need to be hon- 
estly discussed. Set firm boundaries 
before taking action. Thursday 
through Saturday loved ones will 
reveal their recent thoughts, feelings 
or choices. Key areas of concern may 
involve housing, co-habitation or 


“lf 


Artes 


Taurus 


large financial decisions. Pace your- 
self: there's much to be leamed. 

GEMINI (May 21- 

I] June 21) Strained family 

4 relationships will now 

improve. Late Monday 

watch for previously distant relatives 

to ask for greater involvement in 

your life or daily routine. Although 


Horoscopes 


mined: new housing or money deci- 
sions will bring long-term rewards. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
II Sept. 22) Long-term rela- 
vom experience a brief but 


tionships may this week 
intense moment of decision. 


motives are genuine, remain briefly 
cautious. Social reactions may still 
be unpredictable. Be patient. After 
mid-week marks the beginning of a 
seven week period of rapid business 
advancement. Job negotiations, 
unique applications and news from 


and obligations thoroughly for hid- 
den costs. The recent actions of a rel- 
ative or financial partner may require 
serious attention. After Tuesday 
watch also for a long-term friend to 
offer controversial social or romantic 
advice. Remain detached. In the 


past associates may all be accented. 
Stay open to creative proposals. 


CANCER (June 22- 
Co 


July 22) An older busi- 
Cancer 


ness official may make 

an unusually ridiculous 
error this week. Missed deadlines, 
written documents and fast financial 
reversals are highlighted. Be empa- 
thetic. Close colleagues or partners 
will soon ask for your advice and 
assistance. After mid-week a trusted 
friend or relative may request subtle 
promises or private family informa- 
tion. Listen closely: at present loved 
ones will reveal their expectations, 
fears or hidden doubts. Compassion 
is needed: don't disappoint. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 

JS2 22) Social planning will 
be difficult over the next 

leo few days. Late Monday 
expect close friends to 

provide misinformation, vague 
promises or inaccurate dates. Not to 
worry, however; by Wednesday 
loved ones will rely on your group 
awareness, ability to organize and 
attention to detail. Stay focused. 
Thursday through Saturday take time 
to study vital financial, property or 
legal agreements. Remain deter- 


Competing values, sudden decisions 
or revised home expectations may 
soon require delicate diplomacy. 
Trust the inner voice and ask for 
added time. Careful consideration 
and slow progress is best. After mid- 
week a close friend or relative will 
ask probing questions or expect 
added social attention. Remain philo- 
sophic: at present others may need to 
feel included and accepted. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Over the next few 
== days unique business part- 
Libra nerships may be pro- 
posed. Areas affected are shared 
funding, land investments or proper- 
ty management. Some Librans may 
soon develop a secondary career 
interest. If so, expect complex deci- 
sions and steady gains over the next 
four weeks. Tuesday through 
Saturday highlights powerful roman- 
tic feelings and delightful social 
encounters. Don't hold back: this is 
the right time to express your hopes, 
fears and opinions. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Financial promises 
may this week be briefly 
Scorpi2 delayed by home repairs or 
late payments. Check facts 


coming weeks surprising overtures 
from potential lovers and renewed 
promises from loved ones are accent- 


ed. Stay alert. 
x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Home 
j discussions may now 
Sagittarius reveal vital emotional 
information. Monday 
through Wednesday watch for rest- 
less loved ones to outline revised 
family goals, financial strategies and 
long-term expectations. Recent 
career disappointments may be an 
underlying influence. Ask subtle but 
probing questions. Later this week a 
new friendship may become unex- 
pectedly passionate. New romance 
and complex social triangles may be 
on the agenda. Take your time: much 
is changing. 


SAGITTARIUS 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 

22-Jan. 20) Romantic 

: partners will this week 
offer delightful flirtations 

and sultry invitations. Sensuality is 
now a powerful theme in key rela- 
tionships. Allow deeper emotions 
and tender sentiments to rise to the 
surface. At present, creativity and 
renewed intimacy are strongly 
favored. After Thursday a recent 


business project or shared financial 
venture will demand extra dedication 
or fast decisions. Don't hesitate: in 
the coming weeks business develop- 
ment and career expansion will be 
rewarding. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
VN Feb. 19) Intuitions and 
VN sudden social realizations 
Aquarius will this week be proven 
accurate. Pay special attention to the 
recent comments of a close friend. 
Monday through Wednesday minor 
jealousies and emotional triangles 
will quickly escalate. All is well, so 
not to worry. Do, however, remain 
silent and wait for clarity. Later this 
week important business or employ- 
ment announcements may arrive. If 
so, colleagues will follow your 
example: provide constructive ideas 
and new encouragement. 
PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Late arriving 
invitations may cause 
confusion before mid- 
week. After Monday expect friends 
and relatives to quickly change their 
plans and offer unique social expla- 
nations. Maintain a cheerful attitude 
and let others resolve their own 
scheduling conflicts. Complex emo- 
tional demands and rare romantic 
opportunities may be at issue. 
Thursday through Saturday someone 
close may request special attention or 
concrete public promises. Humor 
will prove helpful: stay balanced. 


Enough is enough 
of all this 
‘Twilight’ hoopla 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Warning: if you're a twilight 
“lover, I suggest you don't read this. If 
you're still reading this and you aren't 
anti-Twilight please don't complain to 
me if you get offended. 

The one question I've been asked 
constantly lately is, “have you seen 
"New Moon! yet?” I'm sure you all 
know what movie that is, and if you 
don't know what it is, you've appar- 
ently been living under a rock for the 
past year because everyone knows 
“New Moon” is the sqeuel to 
“Twilight.” Yes, that book about a 
vampire and the girl that fall in love 
with each other and it's all lovey 
dovey, but yet there's also some action 
in it too. Well that book was turned 
into a movie, and the second book 
“New Moon” was also turned into a 
movie which just recently came out in 
theaters. 

I'm not going to lie, when the 
book first came out and got popular I 
figured I'd try it out so I bought 
Twilight and New Moon. What a hor- 
rible mistake on my part, which I'll 
probably be regretting for quite some 
time. Not only did I have to spend my 


Time for the s 


own. money on the two books, but 
now I have to deal with them taking 
up useless space on my bookshelf. I 
got into the first few pages of the 
book, but then I was just like “wow, I 
can't take this book anymore.” It was 
too predictable. Just like every other 
love story would play out. There’s a 
girl who's all quiet, and then there's 
this sketchy quiet guy who always 
sits there and stares at the girl, the girl 
is amazed by him for some reason, 
some situation brings the two of them 
together, and then they end up falling 
in love. You see there, I just summed 
up the book in about four lines. 

Now, there's a difference between 
a book tuming into a movie and 
becoming very popular, and some 
fantasy getting turned into a real life 
story. Little girls go gaga over 
Edward because of his “charming 
words.” Okay, give me a break. 
Actually, they're in love with the per- 
son that the author made him out to 
be, and they love the words that the 
author wrote; they don't actually love 
this Edward guy because he isn't even 
real. 

For the movie, they couldn't have 
picked the most inappropriate people 
to play the roles. For Bella we have 
Kristen Stewart, Edward is played by 
Robert Pattinson, and Jacob is played 
by Taylor Lautner. First off, Kristen 
Stewart as Bella couldn't be more 
wrong. Not to insult her, but you can't 
have this girl with a deep voice play a 
girl who, when she speaks, you 
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un to set on Twilight . 


should hear some meaning in her 
words. When I hear Stewart speak, I 
don't see how that's lovely. She does- 
n't have any feeling when she speaks; 
to me it's just a monotonous voice like 
the teacher on Charlie Brown, if you 
know what she sounds like. As for 
the two guys, they're not attractive at 
all; not even a bit. If I was Kristen, I'd 
fire the two and find hotter men. 

I just can't take it anymore. Every 
time I turn around I see an advertise- 
ment for “Twilight” somewhere. 
They have tons of merchandise, and 
they also have something going on 
with Burger King right now, for 
whether you're Team Jacob or Team 
Edward. It's like they want you to 
make enemies with the opposite 
“team.” It's ridiculous and enough is 
enough. Hot topic just lost me as one 
of their shoppers because every time I 
go online to do some browsing I see 
“Twilight” merchandise everywhere. 
I can't escape it. That whole store 
turned into “Twilight” central. 

I remember when Harry Potter 
first came out, it was very popular, but 
I don't remember it getting this big. 
That's because in “Twilight” these 
two main male characters are suppos- 
edly “sexy” and unfortunately Harry 
Potter and Ron are not sex symbols. 
To be honest, I think Harry Potter is 
better looking than Jacob or Edward. 
Ron, not so much, but not everyone 
can be beautiful. 

My point of this is not to totally 
bash “Twilight” even though it sounds 


One first-rate flick 


‘Goodbye Solo’ is the 
best flim of 2009 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 
What do a 
novice African 
actor and a 
former Elvis 


Presley body- 
guard have in 
common? 
~ They have 
both come 
together to not 
only make the 
best film of 2009 by far, a top ten 
film of the decade, but also one of the 
best independent films I've ever seen 
with “Goodbye Solo.” In doing so 
they not only redefine the heart of the 
indy film, but show why that particu- 
lar genre can be so effective in places 
where the big budget blockbusters 
dare not tread. 

The film stars newcomer 
Souleymane Sy Savane in his debut 
role. Savane worked as air airline 
attendant in France before moving to 
New York to study acting. His char- 
acter Solo, is a Sengalese taxi driver 
who lives in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
where he is raising his daughter Alex 
alongside his new wife. Solo sleeps 
by day and drives cab by night, how- 
ever unlike Travis Bickle, Solo is 
quick to flash a broad smile or 
engage in friendly conversation. It is 
just another day at work when Solo 
picks up an elderly passenger named 
William played by Red West. 

West was known as one of the 
members of the “Memphis Mafia,” 
Elvis Presley's group of personal 
bodyguards at the height of his popu- 
larity. West also co-wrote several 


songs with Presley, but wound up 
being fired when he began to be pub- 
licly vocal about Presley's drug 
addictions. West would go on to star 
in several television shows as an 
actor including Wild Wild West, The 
Twilight Zone, Magnum P.I., and the 
A-Team. 

Quite quickly, William offers 
Solo two thousand dollars to drive 
him to a landmark known as Blowing 
Rock, a cliff where erratic wind pat- 
terns give it its name. When he tells 
Solo he won't need a ride back, it 
becomes readily apparent that 
William intends to end his life there. 
Solo is thrust into a world where he is 
playing by a new set of rules and 
makes it his sole purpose to convince 
William not to take the road he's cho- 
sen to his final fate. 

During the two weeks that pass 
during their interactions, William is 
obviously a deeply depressed man 
who Solo attempts to influence with 
the good things in life, including 
introducing him to his young daugh- 
ter. As the date William has set as his 
day to die approaches, Solo must 
decide whether to follow through 
with his deal and drive William or 
not. His decision leads to one of the 
most powerful film endings in recent 
memory. 

“Goodbye Solo” is an incredible 
look at how circumstance and com- 
plete chance can affect how you see 
life. The enigmatic Solo is a charac- 
ter of happiness and a force of good 
to the people in his life. The soured 
and troubled William is someone 
who Solo has never encountered 
before. The unlikely bond formed 
between them is an exploration of 
how far someone will go to help a 
complete stranger. These are two 
people from to different backgrounds 
brought together by chance with one 
ultimately being responsible for 
whether the other lives or dies. 


a 
GOODBYE SOLO * 


anne HAMIN GASRAIG 
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“Goodbye” rocks the 


indie film scene. 


Savane and West's performances 
are both deep running and powerful, 
bringing you into their situation per- 
fectly; feeling Solo's desperation to 
both save William and maintain his 
positive life attitude in the face of 
despair and William's deep sense of 
loss and isolation. Director Ramin 
Bahrani uses a unique style and sim- 
ple understated cinematography to 
bring you directly into the Winston- 
Salem nights. 

“Goodbye Solo” debuted at the 
Venice Film Festival winning the 
FIPRESCI International Film Critics 
Award for Best Film and on Dec. 1, 
Savane was nominated for Best Male 
Lead at the 2010 Independent Spirit 
Awards. I would not doubt a few 
Oscar nods might be in this film's 
future. The best film of the year, 
unquestionably, this film is not to be 
missed. 
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Unlike Bella, I’m not one bit fascinated with Edward. 


like lam. I'm just simply saying that 
I'm tired of living in a world where 
vampires are the new thing, and girls 
want to get bitten by them. I'm sure a 
lot of people are going to hate me for 
this, but I'm sure a lot will also agree. 
Honestly, this movie only targets 
females. That's it’s problem. They 
know that if they get hot guys to play 
the lead roles then it will draw more 
female viewers and they'll all go 
watch it which makes great money for 
the movie. The girls will also have to 
purchase its merchandise too, because 
it's just not cool if you don't have 
“Twilight” merchandise. Then they'll 
go around showing off their shirts 


which just gets more people interest- 
ed and makes them want to see what 
this whole “Twilight” thing is about 
for themselves. It's all about making 
money. The producers and compa- 
nies couldn’t care less about the peo- 
ple; all they care about is how many 
people are buying the merchandise, 
and how many people are going to see 
this movie countless times. It's a joke. 

So to answer the question that I 
stated in the beginning of this, no I 
have not seen “New Moon”, and I 
don't plan on it so stop asking me. 
What can I say? Vampires and were- 
wolves just aren't my type. 


Los Sugar Kings 


eZ OEE 


perform at NECC 


Julie Varney photo 


Los Sugar Kings, a multicultural Latin band 
from the Boston area, performed their mix of 
salsa, merengue, rumba flamenca, funk, jazz, 
soul and rock & roll fusion at NECC on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 in the Sport and Fitness 


Center. 


To hear more from Los Sugar Kings visit their 
Web site at www.lossugarkings.com. 
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Barabara Walters 


unveils her list 
for 2009 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


With 
the year 
coming to a 
close, 
Barbara 
Walters 
unveiled 
her list of 
her 10 most 
fascinating 
people of 


the year on Dec. 9. 

The 10 people who made this list 
were: Kate Gosselin, Adam 
Lambert, Lady Gaga, Sarah Palin, 
Brett Favre, Tyler Perry, Glenn 
Beck, Jenny Sanford, Michael 
Jackson’s children (Paris, Prince 
Michael, and Prince Michael II), 
and, the most fascinating person, 
Michelle Obama. 

At first I was shocked that she 
was the most fascinating of all, but | 
guess I’m not because the wrong 
people seem to get these undeserved 
rewards. No offense to Michelle, but 
what exactly has she done to become 
so fascinating? Nothing, if you ask 
me. All you hear Obama doing is 
going on trips with his family and 
living a good life, so why did his 
wife become a fascinating person 
and not him? He shouldn’t be one 
either, but I’m saying he’s the presi- 
dent; she’s just the president’s wife. 
I hope if I were to marry a famous 
person I’d make the list of the ten 


Go up, 


The movie ‘Up’ is a 
must-have in your 
DVD collection 


By FELICIA DAHN 
Correspondent 


Not. since Reese combined 
peanut butter and chocolate 
together in one wrapper has there 
been a conjunction as magical as 
Disney/Pixar and their newest 
film to hit DVD (release date 
November 10), “Up,” just proves 
why they dominate the market in 
children’s movies. With flawless 
graphics, vibrant, perfectly cast 
characters, and a storyline in 
which everyone will find some- 
thing to which they can relate, 
even reluctant adults would be 
crazy not to find the Disney magic 
in this movie. 

The movie kicks off with the 
story of Carl Frederickson, a boy 
determined to someday follow in 

* his favorite adventurer’s path and 
go to South America. He meets 
Ellie, a girl with this same dream, 
and we watch a synopsis of their 
next 70 years together. Directors 
and writers Pete Docter and Bob 
Peterson created an amazingly 
well done, dialogue-free montage 
of their relationship. Viewers 
watch as their life together hits 
typical ups and downs and breach- 
es some very un-Disney-like top- 
ics. Very young kids will probably 
find this introduction the film 
equivalent of broccoli, but adults 
will find that it’s like a short film 
in itself and crucial in understand- 


most fascinating people of the year. 
Looking at this list I recognize all 
except a few. 

I’m surprised Michael Jackson’s 
kids made it on the list and he didn’t. 
I know he died, but still it’s very sur- 
prising his kids beat him out. Sarah 
Palin on the list is laughable and so 
is Kate Gosselin. The only two on 
this list that I see as being worthy are 
Adam Lambert and Lady Gaga. 

The reason isn’t just because I 
like them, but because I see the two 
of them as being very fascinating 
people as well. They’re what you 
call real entertainers. Therefore, it 
was nice to see at least two decent 
people get on the top ten list. 

However, I believe that in order 
for a list to consist of fascinating 
people, it should have people on it 
that belong there, not ones that seem 
like they’re just thrown in there. 

As for the show in general, 
Walters did a horrible job interview- 
ing the people. It was on at 10 
o’clock so I was already tired, but 
the show almost put me to sleep. I 
don’t see how Walters is such a fas- 
cinating person herself by the way 
she interviews people. From watch- 
ing it, it seemed like I was watching 
an intervention instead of an inter- 
view. 

She’s asking these people per- 
sonal questions butting into their 
personal lives, which, hey that’s fine 
if you’re Perez Hilton, but she 
shouldn’t be asking these people 
questions like that. It seems she’s 
just out for the gossip, which I 
wouldn't expect from her. 

For example, Walters asked 
Lady Gaga about her sexuality. First 
of all, I think asking someone about 
their sexuality crosses a line; I don’t 
think it’s anyone’s business but their 
own especially since this is going to 


up an 


ing the grumpy old man Carl (Ed 
Asner in the vocal role he was 
meant to play) grows up to be. 

Never having gone to South 
America with his wife, Carl 
decides to go by himself in his old 
age — and take their house with 
him, attaching thousands of bal- 
loons until it floats away. The ani- 
mation was so awesome and con- 
vincing that I actually found 
myself believing that with enough 
balloons, there would be no rea- 
son why a house couldn't really 
fly. I'll keep you posted if I ever 
try it. 

As Carl takes off on his great- 
est and final adventure, he real- 
izes that he is not alone. Russell 
(voiced by the hyper Jordan 
Nagai) is an anxious boy scout on 
a sugar high, who will not sleep or 
stop jumping up and down until he 
can help Carl cross the street in an 
attempt to earn his final merit 
badge, an effort that left him 
stranded on Carl’s porch as it 
began its aerial trip. 

The two are a perfect pair. 
Carl is bitter and grumpy, wanting 
only to focus on the loneliness to 
which he has grown accustomed, 
and Russell is the most annoying- 
ly loveable kid who never gives 
up. 

Their journey turns into a tes- 
tament to the person Carl has 
become, and the person Russell 
hasn't had a chance to be yet. 
With a few surprise elements like 
talking dogs and a chocolate-lov- 
ing exotic bird named Kevin, this 
movie is constantly in motion and 
never feels stale. Even though it is 
clearly packed with lessons and 
morals at every turn (it is Disney, 
after all) they actually involve 


be aired everywhere. Some people 
are okay with things like this, but if 
other people didn’t know something 
and they found it out right then they 
might be turned off from that 
celebrity right then. Gaga seemed 
like she was put in a very uncomfort- 
able position when Walters asked 
her, especially the question of if 
she’s ever had sex with women. 

Lady Gaga kept stuttering which 
made Walters just say they could 
leave it as a big unknown, but Gaga 
apparently didn’t want to hide any- 
thing from her fans. 

“T’ve certainly had sexual rela- 
tionships with women,” she replied 
to Walters’s question. 

In Michelle Obama’s interview, 
one thing that really bothered me is 
that, during the interview, she dis- 
cussed how she would spank her 
kids on rare occasions in an effort to 
make them behave. Walters didn’t air 
that footage; instead, she put it on 
“The View.” 

I just don’t understand why she 
would cut that out. It doesn’t seem 
accurate or genuine if there’s stuff 
taken out. It seems like she sugar- 
coated Obama and didn’t put that 
footage in the interview because if 
something got out like that (not that 
it much matters since it aired on 
“The View”) everyone would just 
gasp like, “Michelle Obama spank- 
ing her kids? Oh dear!” Honestly, 
what’s so bad about that? That’s 
what is wrong with parents these 
days. I see it all the time. Kids 
behave terribly, and their mothers are 
either on the phone talking to their 
man or they don’t tell the kid to stop. 
If a kid gets out of hand, you have 
got to discipline them. Not exces- 
sively, but you have to get the point 
across that there are consequences if 
they misbehave. If you don’t do that, 


Photo courtesy of Disney/Pixar 
Up will sweep you off 


your feet. 


real human emotions instead of 
the cliché good vs. bad battle, 
which makes it enjoyable, not 
nauseating. 

The DVD includes director 
commentary as well as behind the 
scenes and ‘making of’ feature- 
ettes, all of which are surprisingly 
fresh and interesting. After seeing 
the movie, it’s almost impossible 
not to own. 
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Kate Gosselin, Adam Lambert and Lady Gaga are 
only three of the ten most fascinating people of 2009. 


there’ll be a world of misbehaving 
kids and all I can say is, these are the 
kids of the future, and that’s some 
scary future we got ahead of us. 
Therefore, I think Michelle is 
doing good by teaching her kids how 
to behave. I’m still not agreeing that 
she should be named the most fasci- 
nating person, but I will say she’s 
setting a good example for her kids. 
Lambert’s interview felt entirely 
unnecessary. Walters was asking him 
stuff that we already knew about: his 
scandalous AMA performance and 
how he thinks that’s going to hurt 
him. I’m sorry, but I thought I 
already heard about this before. I get 
it, Lambert put on a sexual perform- 
ance and suddenly everyone hates 
him for it. aWe got that, how about 


we ask him some real questions like 
what’s inspired him and all of that 
other stuff. 

In general, the show was a joke. 
Walters didn’t spend enough time 
with the people, and the time she did 
spend was wasted on gossip talk. If 
that were me interviewing each of 
them, my one question to each of 
them would be, “how does it feel to 
be named one of the ten most fasci- 
nating people of 2009?” It would 
only make sense since that’s what 
this list was all about. 

I can’t wait until 2010 to see who 
she picks that year. Hopefully she'll 
learn how to interview people better, 
and hopefully find more fascinating 


people. 


Engineered Chaos 


By Curis MCGRATH 
Correspondent 


A new movement of music is 
spooning up the country and spit- 
ting us back out as instant fol- 
lowers of this indie rock persua- 
sion. 

When I first heard of the 
band Teenage Cool Kids, I passed 
them by without thinking twice. 
Weeks later, after hearing from 
more friends about this newly 
emerged indie band from Texas, I 
decided to pick up their album 
“Foreign Lands.” I immediately 
realized I had made a mistake by 
dismissing them as nothing. 

This band showed me a new 
sound with a fuzzy underground 
garage band feel. Within the 
music you could hear the influ- 
ences of Brand New and Built to 
Spill, bands that started off just 
like them. While listening to 
Teenage Cool Kids, I felt the pain 
and pleasure of love and loss. It 
was like, for a moment, we 
shared all our suffering together. 

The lyrics flowed like a casu- 
al cup of coffee with a close 
friend. Each stroke of a new 
chord pulled at my heart and 
reassured me that I was not alone. 
I caught up with some fans of the 
Teenage Cool Kids: Andrew 
McGrath, a local musician and 
radio DJ for the University of 
Maine-Farmington, and _ his 
brother Brian recently attended a 
concert put on by the band. 


Both agreed they. like the 
band off their record instantly, 
but felt that the energy at the live 
concert was unmatched. 

“Live music is important to 
this healthy music scene,” stated 
Andrew McGrath. 

“I can’t explain the happiness 
it brings me to know that people 
love going to shows and are pas- 
sionate about local music. It’s 
what indie music needs,” he 
explained, goosebumps running 
up his arms. 

“It’s a great environment 
when everyone feels it’s impor- 
tant to experience new and differ- 
ent forms of music,” Brian 
McGrath added. 

The new ‘word of mouth’ 
movement is becoming more and 
more important to helping bands 
with no label gain support and 
make it possible to tour the coun- 
try to spread their voice and con- 
nect with new audiences. 

It is bands like the Teenage 
Cool Kids that make the music 
business nearly obsolete and 
MTV does not have to force feed 
them to us. Music fans all over 
the country help the indie genre 
thrive through engineered chaos. 

This chaos theory exists 
because even fans of little known 
groups like the Teenage Cool 
Kids can take bands that no one 
has ever heard of and get people 
talking about them. By making 
chaos, indie music lives on for- 
ever. 
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Farewell dear Observer friends 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


I can't believe I'm writing my 
farewell article. This has got to be 
the hardest part about all of it. I take 
that back, it's not. I kid, I kid. I adore 
this newspaper, it gave me a voice I 
didn't even know I had. Being a sen- 
ior member of the Observer staff, 
and technically the only surviving 
member besides Julie who had won 
the gold medalist award from the 
Columbia _—_ Scholastic Press 

sociation, it really was such an 
nor to even be nominated for it, let 
alone to win it. But it just wasn't me 
who won it. When I was the only 
incoming new editor that semester, I 
found that we all really meshed 
together so nicely. As’a team, there 
hs just something about us in terms 
our ability to get things done 
including experience that each of us 
had as an editor (sans myself) that 
had truly helped to make it a memo- 
rable experience. 

For the spring, I was accepted to 
Emerson College, Northeastern 
University, Simmons College and 
Salem State College, basically every 
where I applied to. Now that I'm in, 
I've just got to see what is able to 
transfer academically and if I am 
offered any scholarships once I sub- 
mit my FAFSA forms. Let’s just say 
that if I was rich enough, I would be 
attending Emerson College. 

So here I am, writing my last 
article. It is quite strange. I doubt 
you're reading it because you're 


probably on vacation, or too busy to 
even notice the stack of newspapers 
sitting on the stands as you walk 
swiftly in and out through the door- 
ways of the main entrance way for 
exams. 

But if you do end up reading this, 
then I have a few things to say to 
you. How amazing is NECC if you 
grab the opportunity and take advan- 
tage of it? Where else will you find 
classes that allow you to go through 
your freshman and sophomore year 
so cost effectively — a place where, 
if you aren't ready to commit to an 
expensive school just yet, you can 
still just hang out and take advantage 
of what was handed to you (which is 
not to say that you won't be doing 
your fair share of the work). And if 
you do really like it, then that means 
taking a lot of it. 

Okay, so the science and math 
classes were hard. Or maybe, if 
you're unlike me, the English classes 
were even harder. But if you take this 
opportunity, you can truly learn to 
laugh in the face of any difficult 
challenges. If you allow yourself to 
dream then you can take advantage 
of courses at an affordable rate in 
order to see which major was the 
best fit for you instead of being stuck 
in a certain uninteresting program at 
an expensive college. What more can 
you ask for than that? 

Can you tell that I'm going to be 
a Marketing/Advertising major with 
a PR focus? I don’t think it could be 
more obvious. But I digress, it really 
does just come naturally to me. I 
really mean it when I say these good 


Donate for a 
good cause 


‘Don t throw it away 
when so many go 


without!’ 


By LINDSAY DASKE 
Correspondent 


Ruth's House is now graciously 
accepting donations for the 
Christmas season. Ruth's House is a 
nondenominational thrift store locat- 
ed in the heart Haverhill at 30 
Lafayette Square. Store hours are 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 

Ruth's accepts donations on 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. through 5 
p.m. and also Friday and Saturday 9 
a.m. through 3 p.m. Though dona- 
tions are always needed at Ruth's this 
time of year, clothing and toys are in 

higher demand. 

Items that are needed most are 
winter clothes: winter coats, hats, 
gloves, as well as toys for the little 
one. It is Christmas after all! 

Everything that is donated is 
appreciated but only items that are 
not worn, ripped, stained, or broken 
are able to be resold. Items accepted 
are not limited to just clothing. Any 
old lamps, rugs, dishes, bed linens, 

just about anything that you can spare 
‘could be just what another family is 
looking for. The motto at Ruth's is 
“Don't throw it away when so many 
go without!” 

If you are in need, or know any- 
one in need of assistance this or any 
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other season, there is a referral pro- 
gram that Ruth's House offers, 
Clients are offered four seasonally 
appropriate outfits at no cost. All 
other items are offered at a 20% dis- 
count off of already extremely 
affordable prices. 

Referrals are by appointment 
only and can be made by calling the 
office at 978-521-5575 or through 
their Web site at 
www.ruthshouse.org. 

You could say I did a little under- 
cover investigation for this article; I 
am a volunteer at Ruth's House. I can 
say from experience that it is a fine 
establishment. They allow members 
of our community that are unable to 
afford clothing and household items 
the opportunity to have them. The 
people that work there are some of 
the most genuine I've found. 

The last time I was volunteering, 
I was talking with Diane Norwood, 
Volunteer Coordinator, about how 
often and how frequently the 
received donations. 

“We barely have time to put any- 
thing on the shelves before it flies 
off. We can't get things in fast 
enough!” said Norwood. 

Christmas is the season for giv- 
ing. If you can find it in your heart 
and your home to give this season, 
Ruth's House will make sure that 
your efforts don't go unnoticed. 
Helping Ruth's can make a difference 
in the community. It is quite obvious 
that the community needs it in this 
holiday season, so give today and 
make your contribution to make the 
world a better place. We are all given 
presents during the holiday season, 
but what if we weren’t so lucky? 


things about NECC. 

Also, I'm really impressed with 
how many good writers we have at 
NECC this semester. I'm not sure if it 
was just me,*but when I first came 
here and read the newspapers, it was 
very... cautious should I say? Played 
it on the safe side? Which is good 
practice for the real world, but it is 
still a student run newspaper. 
Consider it the only time that you 
will ever be able to have fun writing 
your own articles without ever hav- 
ing to effecively explain yourself to 
the man first. 

After being editor and reading so 
many student submissions and letters 
to the editor, I was really amazed 
when students began to open up to 
us. I hope many contributors at 
NECC take that as a huge compli- 
ment because I really do mean it 
when | say that. Not to mention 
when I read Parnassus, I was blown 
away by it all. It's no surprise that 
when I was reading it to my friend 
out loud between classes, I silently 
began to read it to myself and not 
read it to him out loud anymore 
because I was actually becoming 
sucked into the emotion of it all. 

And who could forget the play 
“Dead Man Walking?” My 
Journalism professor made our class 
go watch that play during the spring 
semester. Needless to say, | was also 
blown away by it. The actors’ ability 
to remember their lines and the pas- 
sion that some of the students por- 
trayed in communicating their work 
effectively, you just don’t see that in 
plays everyday. The lighting, the 
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originality of it all, will probably 
stay in my mind for a very long time 
to come afterwards. And I have seen 
Broadway plays before in my life. 

Maybe I could've gotten into a 
more prestigious school, but that's 
just not for me. I would've hated to 
look back on my life and realize that 
I was being so pretentious. I'm happy 
with the schools that I've chosen, and 
I'm sure I'll be equally as happy with 
whatever school I pick. That's my 
style, and I urge anyone who is look- 
ing at colleges to choose the one that 
you feel the most comfortable with 
and to do the same. 

And lastly, I really hope that 
whatever college I attend, it has pro- 
fessors that were just as amazing as 
the ones that I had at NECC, espe- 
cially certain professors that I had 
really gotten to know — I really 
couldn't have asked for better teach- 
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Patricia Smith photo 
ers. The kind of professors that when 
you're talking to fellow classmates 
about this or that in class... and one 
of them asks which professor you 
have... it brings a smile to their faces 
to hear you have such and such. 

Some teachers’ ability to con- 
nect with students is almost uncanny, 
and it's almost as if they were made 
for it. And don't even get me started 
on the fact that I will be having to 
leave my advisor. She was there for 
me with my academic problems, 
always, ASAP. The fact is that I 
would would never have expected to 
feel this way about Northern Essex 
Community College when I had first 
entered it. The friendships that I have 
made were irreplaceable. But you've 
really got to open yourself up to 
allow people to come in first. 
Because there are a lot of people 
willing to help you here. 


Vital necessities 


An assortment of 
items to help get 
through the school day 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
News Editor 


Being a college student can be 
stressful and at often times over- 
whelming. So here is a list of random 
things that can help to get NECC stu- 
dents through their seemingly end- 
less days. This work may make your 
days a little bit more brighter, you’re 
work load a little less heavier, and 
your days a whole lot easier. It also 
may appear to be extremely random. 
But that’s okay because a lot of 
thought was really put into the arti- 
cle! Or at least, don’t take it so seri- 
ously. 


1) Mattresses 

After slumping over a desk for a 
few hours, NECC students need a 
rest in the form of a twelve-hour nap. 
Blankets and pillows make all frus- 
trations over evil professors disap- 
pear in a few seconds. Plus having a 
mattress, which feels, like a little 
piece of heaven helps improve study 
habits. Just sprawl your massive 
amounts of textbooks around you 
and your all set to go. 


2) Earbuds 

When your significant other, or 
anyone else for that matter, is annoy- 
ing you by blabbering on and on, 
start blasting music. College stu- 
dents need to be in their own little 
world in order for focused concen- 
tration. Before the invention of ear- 


buds college students actually had to 
listen to their professors lecture on 
the same topic for the eighth time in 
a row. 


3) Good-looking professors 

Professors who actually look like 
college students are the reason most 
students stay enrolled in classes. 
However there is no set guarantee 
that students really are paying atten- 
tion to the content at hand. 


4) Energy Drinks 

Without this invention college stu- 
dents would be sleeping in class 
from exhaustion. Plus in this day and 
age students actually want to listen 
to the topics at hand. 


5) Over-fluffed jackets 

Sometimes colleges are too cheap 
to blast the heat on a below zero day. 
That's where fluffy warm jackets 
come into play. But these jackets 
would be better if there was an actu- 
al heating in the twelve layers of 
padding. 


6) Bubbly soap 

After a long day of studying, 
smelling good for an important night 
out is extremely important. Soap 
keeps everyone smelling nice and 
will keep the dates rolling in. 


7) ‘Smexy’ 

The definition of the word 
‘smexy’ is smart and sexy. This is 
one of the best words ever. No one 
can have a bad day after receiving 
this complement. Plus, the word 
smexy just has a nice ring to it. 
Hmm, smexy... 


8) Mint Flavored Lip Products 

Not only do these products 
hydrate your lips but they also have 
a nice taste and they make your 
breath smell so good. It truly is an 
amazing experience. 


9) Shiny Things 

Most college students have the 
attention span of a hamster. So, when 
walking down the halls and some- 
thing frustrating is on ones mind, 
shiny objects make people's lives 
better. For example everyone should 
start wearing sparkly jeans. 


10) Leave-in conditioner 

When students are starting to 
resemble Medusa and they don't 
have the time for a haircut, they 
should use conditioner. Not only will 
their hair smell like a floral garden 
but will also look smooth and smexy. 


11) The word “Spiffy” 

I have no idea what the word 
means but the word spiffy makes 
everything well spiffy. Spiffy makes 
the world a much better place. 


12) Scented pencils 

These are one of the best inven- 
tions ever! When you are sitting in 
class and smell something foul from 
the back of the room, taking a sniff 
of watermelon leaves you good to go 
for hours on end. 


13) Germ X 

Students can't afford to get sick, 
so whenever someone sneezes and 
their germs are sent flying across the 
room, use this. Germ X is the only 
solid defense against contagious 
viral infections. 
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Woods’ absence will 
have a major impact 
on professional golf 


By Matt McCARRON 
Sports Editor 
; On Dec. 
11 Tiger 
Woods 
released a 


Statement on 
his Web site 
saying he 
would be tak- 
ing an “indefi- 

— = nite break 
from professional golf.” The 
announcement comes as no surprise. 
Woods has been met with a barrage 
of media scrutiny ever since he 
crashed his Cadillac Escalade at the 
end of his driveway on Nov. 27. and 
details of his extramarital affairs 
became public. In his statement, 
Woods asked for privacy for his fam- 
ily while he tries to rebuild his per- 
sonal life. He also acknowledged the 
damage the situation has caused for 
fans, business partners, the PGA Tour 
and competitors. 

“J am deeply aware of the disap- 
pointment and hurt that my infidelity 
has caused to so many people, most 
of all my wife and children. I want to 
say again to everyone that I am pro- 
foundly sorry and that I ask forgive- 
ness. It may not be possible to repair 
the damage I've done, but I want to 
do my best to try,” confessed Woods. 

The big question now is how the 
PGA will cope with the absence of its 
best and most well known player. It's 
no secret that when Woods plays in a 


= 


major, or is in contention entering the 
final round, TV ratings increase sig- 
nificantly. The 2008 U.S. Open was 
proof positive of this. Woods and 
Rocco Mediate squared off in a sud- 
den-death playoff. The suspense was 
high, and so were the ratings. The 
NBC final-round telecast received a 
10.0/20. In comparison Game 5 of 
the NBA Finals, the competing 
broadcast scored a 9.0/16. 

The PGA Tour will once again 
become an afterthought among the 
major sports. Without Woods' pres- 
ence the tour lacks diversity and 
excitement. PGA Tour Commissioner 
Tim Finchem said the .tour stands 
behind his decision to take an indefi- 
nite leave. 

"His priorities are where they 
need to be, and we will continue to 
respect and honor his family's request 
for privacy,” said Finchem. "We look 
forward to Tiger's return to the PGA 
Tour when he determines the time is 
right for him." 

It wasn't just the PGA that rallied 
around Woods' decision to take time 
away from the sport. Woods' agent, 
his corporate sponsors and fellow 
competitors offered words of encour- 
agement. Woods' agent, Mark 
Steinburg said Woods made the cor- 
rect decision by putting his family 
before golf. 

"What matters most is a young 
family that is trying to cope with dif- 
ficult life issues in a secluded and 
caring way. Whenever Tiger may 
return to the game should be on the 
family's terms alone,” Steinburg said. 

Fellow professional golfer John 
Daly expressed how important 
Woods is to the success of the PGA 
tour. 

"I hope we get him back soon 
They always say there is no one big- 
ger in golf than the game itself. But 


Woods will have a lot to 


ponder during his leave. 


Tiger is,” said Daly. 

Nike continued their full support 
of Woods, saying they look forward 
to his return. 

"He is the best golfer in the world 
and one of the greatest athletes of his 
era. We look forward to his return to 
golf. He and his family have Nike's 
full support,” Nike said 

Although Woods has received 
support from numerous fans, spon- 
sors, and players alike, there is only 
one group of people about whom he 
should be concerned about: his fami- 
ly. Woods will have to rebuild his pri- 
vate life before he can return to his 
public one. Without the support and 
backing of his children, Sam and 
Charlie, and his wife of six years 
Woods will never be able to mend his 
past and restore his career. 


Retirement means nothing 


Allen Iverson signed 
with the 76ers seven 
days after retiring. 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Just because 
a player says he’s 
Tetiring does not 
mean he really 
is, which is why 
the word retire- 
means 


Players who 
retired and came back include Brett 
Fayre, Michael Jordan, Floyd 
Mayweather Jr, Roger Clemens and 
most recently Allen Iverson. 

Favre has retired twice in the 
past two seasons and both times has 
come back to play. Remember a cou- 
ple years ago when Brett Favre broke 
down, saying “I'll finally get to see 
how it feels to be retired.” Favre 
came back and played for the New 
York Jets, but didn't do so well and 
retired again. This second retirement 
didn’t last either. The last time I 
checked Favre was throwing touch- 
down passes for the Minnesota 
Vikings, and is a strong consideration 
for most valuable player. Favre isn’t 
the only player to repeatedly come 
out of retirement. 

Michael Jordan also retired a 
couple times. His first return was 
successful, but the second time it did 
not work out as well. It was after that 


Jordan finally decided to retire fully. 
Roger Clemens retired after the 
Yankees lost the 2003 World Series 
to the Florida Marlins, but was per- 
suaded back by the Houston Astros. 
He retired again but returned to the 
Yankees for a second time in 2007. 
Many people say retiring so 
many times can tamish a player’s 
career, especially if their comeback is 
horrible, such as Favre with the Jets 
and Jordan with the Wizards. 
Another of these athletes is Floyd 
“Money” Mayweather. Mayweather 
retired undefeated but came back to 
fight Juan Marquez and is now 


WER SMa 


MCT Campus photo 
Allen Iverson signs will the Philidelphia 76ers on 


Wednesday, Dec. 2, his second time with the team. 


scheduled to fight Manny Pacquiao. 

The latest case is Allen Iverson. 
The Memphis Grizzlies recently 
released Iverson. After no team 
would pick him up due to his reputa- 
tion, he decided to retire. Iverson's 
fortune suddenly changed: the 
Philadelphia 76ers starting guard Lou 
Williams went down with a injury. 
Iverson came out of retirement and 
now is playing for the 76ers. So the 
next time an athlete retires, do not be 
surprised if you see him back within 
a few months. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 
1. At what golf course will the 
2010 U.S. Open Championship 


be held? 


2. Who do the Red Sox face in 
the 2010 home opener? 


3. What is Tiger Woods’ | 
largest margin of victory at a 


major championship? x 


4. Who did the Celtics defeat 
in the 1986 NBA Finals? 


5. On what day will the Winter 
Classic be held at Fenway 


Park? 
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a S|, | THE TV CROSSWORD 


=e LE 
CAE = = by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


can leave your friends behind 

cause your friends don't dance and | 

if they don't dance well they’er no 
of min 


11/15/09 


Oh Dear : ) 
God T'll Be 


j ACROSS 49 Bouquet holder 
1 Rather, once of “60 Minutes” 50 Nothing 
ee 4 “Bernie _” 51 “__ in the Family” 
’ 7 “__ by Step” 52 Deathly pale 
11 Actress McClanahan 53 Peg for Tiger 
12 Cousin on “Mad About You” 54 “The __ Pack”; Sinatra, Martin, 
13 Ms. Spelling Davis, Bishop and Lawford 
14 Sullivan and Begley 
15 Give the cold shoulder to DOWN 


16 One of John Boy's sisters 1 “The Price Is Right” host 

17 Drama series for Eric Close 2 German car 

20 Driver's lic. and Soc. Sec. card 3 “Empty __” 

21 Howard or Reagan 4 Subtractor’s word 

22 News commentator Moyers 5 In __; mired by routine 

25 Moist 6 Hit Liza Minnelli film 

26 Command to Fido 7 Isaac or Howard 

29 Daytime Serial 8 When said three times, a movie 


33 “__ Masterson” about Pearl Harbor 

34 “__ a Bully, Charlie Brown” 9 Newsman Sevareid 

35 “__ People”; Jessica Tandy film 10 Evergreen tree 

36 “__ 54, Where Are You?” 15 Grass & the soil right beneath it 
Uncontrol- 37 “Not __ Stranger’; Sinatra movie 18 “One Tree __” 
ably 39 “The __ of Old Christine 19 Oz visitor 

46 Frequent Mayberry jail inmate 22 Hope or Barker 

47 Actress Sommer 23 __ flash; instantly 

48 Mr. Marienthal 24 “_ Me Call You Sweetheart” 


25 Jazz guitarist Montgomery 

26 Ashley, to Mary-Kate 

27 “__ Got a Secret” 

28 Danson or Koppel 

30 “If __ a Hammer” 

31 Zealous 

32 Hawaiian feast 

36 __ Novak; Diane Neal's recent 
“Law & Order: SVU” role 

37 Joint most often sprained 

38 Sault __. Marie 

39 __ Scotia 

40 Greek letters 

41 “Death __”; Charles Bronson film 

42 Writer and activist Wiesel 

43 “__ Window”; James Stewart film 

44 Ms. Fitzgerald 

45 Deposit of sediment 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


SWELL 


(c) 2009 Tribune Media Services, inc. 1115/9 
All Rights Reserved. 


HOLY INFANT 
So TENDER AND Mitp 
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WHY DO THEY 
KEEP THROWING 
SNOWBALLS AT Us? 


iS es in Weaven) 
Peace 
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Snow day? No way! 


Barren hallways greeted frozen students 
eager to learn on Wednesday, Dec. 9. However, 
many were disappointed when they saw the 
goldenrod notices of class cancellations plas- 
tered on the doors of their classrooms. 

According to Jane Bailey, administrative 
assistant of humanities and social services, 10 
teachers in that department called out leading 
to 22 class cancellations. 

This left many students wondering why 
they wore twelve layers of clothing to school 
only to be left staring at these signs on every 
other door in the C building hallways alone. 


Many students drove through icy condi- j re Julie Varney photos 
tions slipping and sliding almost getting into Students braved the snowy 
crashes for nothing. They risked their lives for and windswept conditions to 
classes that weren't taking place. head to class on Dec. 9 


Several students complained that NECC 
should have just cancelled school like many 
other area schools did. Those students who 
were left stranded on campus waited aimlessly 
in the library until one of their classes actually 
started or huddled around the small tables in : 
Jitters warming themselves over over-priced 
coffee. 


-Chantal McGovern 


=e 


Many students were greeted at the doers of their 
classrooms with cancellation signs like this. 


A College 
that fits 
Merrimack. 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 
consider this: 


Thinking about 
transferring? 


UMass Lowell 
makes it easy! 


e Easy transfer application 


. process and generous transfer er uk eal ‘ ) UMass Lowell can help you 
credit approval Come Visit Us! make your transfer decision 
¢ Transfer admission for both fall eran in three easy steps. 
and spring semesters * Schedule a personal visit - : Aone 
With our Director oF teaeeian 1. Find Course Requirements: Go to www.umi.edu/ 
¢ Housing available to transfer Admisktor: RequirementsbyMajor to see what Courses are required 
students / for the degree you want 
t i ; q ‘ 
* Cooperative Education and Contact John Mclaughlin at 2. Check Your Credits: Go fo www.uml.edu/transferdictionary 


melaughlin@merrimack-edu and get an idea of what credits will transfer into UMass Lowell 


There are 300,000 courses from 1,000 schools 
3. Apply: Go to www.uml.edu/applyoniine and submit your 
apphcation today! 


For additional information on transferring to UMass Lowell, 
go to www.uml_edu/transfer or contact a transfer counselor 
at transfer@umit.edu or cai 978-934-3931 


internships available 


e Financial aid available for www.merrimack.edu 
transfer students 


admissionfmerrimack.edu 

¢ Transfer scholarships available to 
eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 


"Merrimack Ore) 


NORTH ANDOVER, M 


978-837-5100 


lege | 


